Name: Example

Primary Source Analysis

Directions: Read the below primary source text and answer the questions below. 

“His genius was so versatile that you might almost judge all the fine arts to be his... He played ball, hurled the javelin, ran, leaped, wrestled, and above all delighted in the steep ascent of mountains... He learned music without teachers and his compositions were approved by learned musicians... When he had begun to mature in years, neglecting everything else, he devoted himself entirely to the study of letters, and spent some years of labor on canon and civil law... At the age of twenty-four he turned to physics and the mathematical arts... Thus showing by example that men can do anything with themselves if they will..." 

-Self Portrait of a Universal Man, by Alberti

1. What do you think is the intent of this text? What was the author trying to do? The intent of this text is to show what a proper man of the Renaissance should be like. The author is trying to show the progression of a true renaissance man throughout his life. 
2. Who is the subject of this text? How do you know? The subject of this test is the “universal man.” I know this because it is the title of the text and it is obvious that the author is explaining how to become him. 
3. What parts of the above text relate to what you already know about the renaissance? This text relates to the Renaissance because the author mentions the devotion to physics and mathematics, which was what a lot of Renaissance scholars did, like Leonardo Da Vinci. 
4. What questions do you have about this text? I would like to know what it means to “study letters.” Does this mean studying written letters to people or actual letters that make up words. 

Peer Critique

Directions: Read the above primary text and student answers. Respond to the below questions.

1. What is one thing you disagree with your partner about? 

I think the subject of this text is the author’s son. He seems to know a lot about the subject so it cannot be a hypothetical person. 

2. What is one thing you agree with your partner about?

I agree that the devotion to physics and mathematics is a Renaissance idea. I also think that the idea of man “doing anything” is a very self-sufficient, Renaissance idea. 
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