Name: Example

Primary Source Analysis

Directions: Read the below primary source text and answer the questions below. 

“In the year of Our Lord 1348 the deadly plague broke out in the great city of Florence, most beautiful of Italian cities. Whether through the operation of the heavenly bodies or because of our own iniquities [sins] which the just wrath of God sought to correct, the plague had arisen in the East some years before, causing the death of countless human beings. It spread without stop from one place to another, until, unfortunately, it swept over the West. Neither knowledge nor human foresight availed against it, though the city was cleansed of much filth by chosen officers in charge and sick persons were forbidden to enter it, while advice was broadcast for the preservation of health.” 

Excerpt from Decameron by Giovanni Boccaccio, 1350. 

1. What do you think is the intent of this text? What was the author trying to do? The intent of this text was to tell a story. The author is trying to tell about how horrible the plague was through storytelling. 
2. What is the tone of this text? How did it make you feel? The tone of this text is somewhat depressing and defeated. It made me feel sad to think about lots of people being sick. 
3. What does this text tell you about renaissance religion? Explain. This text tells me that religion was important in Renaissance life because the author blames the sickness on the sins of people and the wrath of God.  
4. What question(s) do you have about the text? I would like to know if the author lived through the plague because it could be a firsthand account. 

Peer Critique

Directions: Read the above primary text and student answers. Respond to the below questions.

1. What is one thing you disagree with your partner about? 

I don’t think the only reason for this text is storytelling. I think the author is trying to send out a warning to people to not make God mad and to try and stay healthy. 

2. What is one thing you agree with your partner about?

I agree that religion was important during the Renaissance and that it seems to be important to the author if this text. 
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