Iambic Pentameter

What is it? Iambic pentameter is a common rhythm in Renaissance poetry. It contains:

· Ten syllables in each line.

· Five pairs of alternating unstressed and stressed syllables.
· The rhythm in each line sounds like: 

ba-BUM / ba-BUM / ba-BUM / ba-BUM / ba-BUM

Shakespeare Examples:

A Midsummer Nights Dream (Act 3, Scene 1)

And I do love thee: therefore, go with me;

I’ll give thee fairies to attend on thee,

And they shall fetch thee jewels from the deep,

And sing while thou on pressed flowers dost sleep;

Romeo and Juliet (Act 1, Scene 1)

Two households, both alike in dignity,

In fair Verona, where we lay our scene.

From Ancient grudge break to new mutiny,

Where civil blood, makes civil hands unclean.

You Try!

Write two lines of iambic pentameter about the following:

There is a dog, whose name is Fred. Fred is a brown dog with white spots. He enjoys running, playing and barking at strangers.



***You do not need to use all of the information about Fred. 

