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Lecture Notes

Humanism

· Humanist scholars were curious about everything! Including plants, animals, anatomy, medicine, planets and stars. 

· For most of the Middle Ages, Western Europeans knew little about the Greeks and Romans. After the Crusades, they received information from the Arabs. Scholars began studying their writings, statues, architecture and other forms of ancient works. 

· This movement encouraged people to invent, learn and think outside the box. 

Leonardo Da Vinci

· Born into a peasant family.

· His father realized his artistic talents when Da Vinci was 15 years old. He went to be an apprentice (like an intern) Andrea del Verrocchio. 

· Da Vinci made sketches of inventions that were centuries before their time. Some of these inventions included a helicopter and other “flying machines”, an underground subway-like system for carriages, a parachute and advanced weaponry, including a machine gun. 

· He is one of the most significant people of the Renaissance period. 

Printing press and Cartography

· Johannes Gutenberg invented the printing press in the early 1450’s. 
· The printing press made it possible to produce many books at one time because they no longer had to be hand-written.
· More books meant that ideas, both religious and otherwise, were more widely available and more easily spread. 
· Most of the first books published were Bibles. Geography books were also widely printed. 
· Cartography, the making of maps, was also advanced during the Renaissance. 
· Better maps meant that people could find new trade routes and discover other territories. 
